
PHIL 443           Dr. McKenna 
Ecofeminism           SCH 237 
M/W 10-11:50           Fall 2019 
360 CON     
 
Office Hours: M/W 12:30-1:30 and by appointment. 
All students are encouraged to come to my office hours whenever they would like.   
 
Course Description: 
This course will focus on ecofeminism and ecowomanism.  Concerned that some feminist theory 
uncritically accepted the identification of men with reason, culture, and theory and women with 
emotion, nature, and practice some feminists and womanists took up these linkages 
seriously.   Ecofeminists and ecowomanists generally critique the over-reliance on reason and the idea 
that the human (meaning male) goal is separation from, or domination over, the rest of nature.  This 
course will put ecofeminism and ecowomanism in dialogue with each other.  The two main texts are Val 
Plumwood’s Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason, in which she argues that the 
denial of human dependence on the non-human sphere results in a remoteness from the earth, other 
animals, and other human communities, and Melanie L. Harris’s Ecowomanism: African American 
Women and Earth-Honoring Faiths, in which she argues that African American woman are an important 
source of the environmental knowledge and spiritual activism that is needed to heal the human 
relationship with the earth.   
 
Course Goals: 
Goals for the course include: 
--developing critical reading skills 
--developing writing skills 
--developing oral presentation and discussion skills 
--gaining familiarity with the work of contemporary ecofeminist and ecowomanist theorists 
 
Texts: 
Harris, Melanie L., Ecowomanism: African American Women and Earth-Honoring Faiths (NY: Orbis 

Books, 2017).  
 
Plumwood, Val, Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason (NY: Routledge, 2002). 
 
Other assigned readings may be posted on Canvas. 
 
Assignments: 
Readings:  You are responsible for all of the required readings each week.  In addition to these readings, 
you are expected to pursue secondary readings on the course material in support of your own interests, 
the précis, and the final paper.  
 
Discussion Leadership and Précis:  Each student will be part of group which will take special 
responsibility for one day of the course.  On that day, your group will be especially well-prepared to 
answer questions about the readings and introduce topics for class discussion (30-40 minutes).  Each 
student in the group will select one of the primary readings and write a short précis on that reading.  The 
précis should summarize the argument of the work and discuss it in relation to an organizing interest 
(connecting it to your paper topic is a good idea).  The précis should be 700-900 words in length. The 
précis will be worth 15% of your grade and your group’s time as discussion leader will be worth 10%.   



Critical Reading Questions (CRQs): Each student will write two CRQ’s.  You may choose when to write 
these, but you may not write one the same day you are scheduled to be discussion leader.  They are due 
to me on Canvas at least 12 hours before the class meeting in which we will be discussing that reading.  
These are one-page (single spaced) papers in which you raise a question prompted by the reading and 
then respond and discuss.  These are not to be simple factual questions, but questions of implication, 
interpretation, consistency, and the like.  
 
Paper Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography: In the 7th week, you will submit a prospectus of your 
final paper with two components:  (1) a 2-3 page detailed description of the topic and outline of your 
proposed argument; and (2) an annotated bibliography of at least two primary or peer-reviewed 
secondary texts that you intend to consult (in addition to texts assigned for the course).  Your prospectus 
must receive my approval in order for your final term paper to be accepted.  The prospectus will be 
worth 10% of your final course grade. 
 
Term Paper: Your term paper is on a topic of your choice and should be 2500-3000 words.  In general, 
papers should focus on materials read for class, but must include at least three external sources. Your 
paper will be worth 40% of your grade.  Final papers are due on Monday December 9th at 5:00 in 
the department office or on Canvas. 
 
Attendance and Participation: Attendance is required. For every unexcused absence after one, you will 
lose 1/3 of a grade.  Class will focus on guided discussions of the material so students need to be on time 
and prepared to participate.  At a minimum this means having completed the reading, thought about it, 
having questions ready, and listening actively (rather than just waiting one’s turn to speak or dominating 
the conversation).  Paper presentations will be included here. 
 
Grading: 

Précis           15% 
Discussion Leader        10% 

 CRQ’s          10% 
 Paper Prospectus/bibliography      10% 
 Final paper         40% 
 Participation         15% 
PLEASE NOTE: Failure to complete any assignment can result in automatic failure of the class. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Students who engage in acts of academic dishonesty, which in this class would mean cheating on an 
exam or paper, will receive a failing grade for the assignment and may fail the class. For a full 
description of forms of academic dishonesty, please see: 
https://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct.aspx 
 
Schedule: 
Note that the schedule of readings is subject to change during the quarter.  All changes will be 
announced in advance during class.  If you have questions about the assignments, requirements, or 
subject matter, please let me know.  If you have special needs due to a disability, please talk with me as 
soon as possible so that your needs can be addressed. 
 
October 
Introduction of the role of the female 
(W) 2 Introductions and watch Evelyn Fox Keller video in class 



(M) 7 Harris, chs. 1 and part of 2 (1-42): “Honoring Ecowomanist Experience,” “Ecowomanism 101: 
Methods and Approaches”     
 
Gender and views of the world and reason  
(W) 9 Harris, the rest of ch. 2 (42-59): “Ecowomanism 101: Methods and Approaches”     
 
(M) 14 Plumwood, ch. 1 (13-37): “Ecological crisis of reason” 
 
(W) 16 Harris, ch. 3 (61-77): “Critical Exploration of African and African American History and 
Tradition” 
 
(M) 21 Plumwood, ch. 2 (38-61): “Rationalism and the ambiguity of science” 
 
Dominion, remoteness, and inequality 
(W) 23 Harris, ch. 4 (79-109): “Engaging Transformation: Ecowomanist Spirituality” 
 
(M) 28 Plumwood, ch. 3 (62-80): “The Politics of ecological rationality” 
 
(W) 30 Harris, ch. 5 (111-132): “EcoWomanist Interreligious Dialgogue” 
 
November 
(M) 4 Plumwood, ch. 4 (81-96): “Inequality and ecological rationality”  
 
(W) 6 Harris, ch. 6 (133-140): “Taking Action for Earth Justice” 
 
 Centrism and commodification require a response of compassion, solidarity, and dialogue 
(M) 11 Plumwood, ch. 5 (97-122): “The blindspots of human centrism and human self-enclosure”  
 
(W) 13 Plumwood, ch. 6 (123-142): “Philosophy, prudence, and anthropocentrism,” Prospectus due 
 
(M) 18 Plumwood, ch. 7 (143-166): “The ethics of commodification” 
 
(W) 20 Plumwood, ch. 8 (167-195): “Towards a dialogical interspecies ethics”  
 
(M) 25 Plumwood, ch. 9 (196-217): “Unity, solidarity, and deep ecology” 
 
Ways to move forward 
(W) 27 Plumwood, ch. 10 (218-235): “Towards a materialist spirituality of place”  
 
December 
 (M) 2 Plumwood, ch. 11 (236-240): “Conclusion”  
 
 (W) 4 Harris, ch.7 and Conclusion (141-155): “Ecowomanism and Ecological Restoration,” “Liberating 
Earth and Ecowomanism” 
 
Finals: December 9th—paper due 


